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Don't forget to stay
connected during
the week!

Every Tuesday at 7:30pm our Student United (Middle and
High School) students are getting together to build a
relationship among each other and with Jesus.

Would you like to serve and see what God can do IN you and
THROUGH you? We would like to talk to you. Let us know
through your connection card or in person with one of our

leaders..

A big part of our church’s DNA is going out to serve to those
in need, so we want to invite you to link arms with us as we
serve our community. Stay tune for our next community
service events.

Every last Sunday of the month at Playas Church, we give out
Care Packages. Vi you or someone you know needs one,
feel free to sign up. Together, we support our community!
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Hello!

Glad to see you!
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THE PERSECUTION OF THE CHURCH

...“We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name. Look, you have filled
Jerusalem with your teaching, and you intend to bring this man’s blood on us!” But
Peter and the apostles replied, “We must obey God rather than people. The God of
our forefathers raised up Jesus, whom you seized and killed by hanging him on a
tree.”

Acts 5:28-30 (NET)

“God exalted him to his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to
Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses of these events, and so is the
Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him. ” Now when they heard
this, they became furious and wanted to execute them.

Acts 5:31-33 (NET)
eYour MISSION doesn’t change with your CIRCUMSTANCES.

But a Pharisee whose name was Gamaliel, a teacher of the law who was respected
by all the people, stood up in the council and ordered the men to be put outside for
a short time. Then he said to the council, “Men of Israel, pay close attention to
what you are about to do to these men. For sometime ago Theudas rose up,
claiming to be somebody, and about 400 men joined him. He was killed, and all
who followed him were dispersed and nothing came of it. After him Judas the
Galilean arose in the days of the census and incited people to follow him in revolt.
He too was killed, and all who followed him were scattered. So in this case | say to
you, stay away from these men and leave them alone because if this plan or this
undertaking originates with people,it will come to nothing, but if it is from God,
you will not be able to stop them, or you may even be found fighting against God.
” He convinced them, and they summoned the apostles and had them beaten.
Then they ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus and released them.

Acts 5:34-40 (NET)
eYour CALLING doesn’t change when THINGS GET DIFFICULT.

As a prisoner for the Lord, then, | urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you
have received.
Ephesians 4:1 (NIV)

So they left the council rejoicing because they had been considered worthy to
suffer dishonor for the sake of the name. And every day both in the temple courts
and from house to house, they did not stop teaching and proclaiming the good
news that Jesus was the Christ.

Acts 5:41-42 (NET)
eYour ASSIGNMENT can’t be STOPPED if it comes from God.

What then shall we say about these things? If God is for us, who can be against
us?

Romans 8:31 (NET)
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Have you ever encountered opposition or difficulty because of your faith? What
has that experience been like?

2. When you think of the word “persecution” , what comes to mind? When you
think of millions of Christians around the world experiencing persecution or
discrimination because of their faith, what do you think your response can or
should be?

3. What do you think your calling is? What do you think your assignment is?
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RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

eOpen Doors International: www.opendoors.org

eInternational Christian Concern: www.persecution.org

eActs for Everyone, Part 1, by N.T. Wright

eoThe Challenge of Acts: Rediscovering What the Church Was and Is, by N.T. Wright
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