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Don't forget to stay
connected during
the week!

Would you like to serve and see what God can do IN you and THROUGH you? We
would like to talk to you. Let us know through your connection card or in person
with one of our leaders..

A big part of our church’s DNA is going out to serve to those in need, so we want
to invite you to link arms with us as we serve our community. Stay tune for our
next community service events.

The youth ministry is selling raffle tickets ™ with great prizes to raise funds for
the Bible camp — join in, win, and be part of what God will do in their lives.

Youth gathering (ages 12-18) & every Tuesday at 7:00 PM — come connect and
be part of what God is doing at Playas Church.

Membership Class ¢ | Sunday, May 3. Take the next step and learn the vision,
values, and purpose of Iglesia Playas, and discover how to be an active part of
what God is doing in our community.

Mother’s Day i | Sunday, May 10 — we’re waiting for you at Playas Church to
celebrate this special day together.

Child Dedication & | Sunday, May 10 — a special moment to present our
children before God at Iglesia Playas.
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Hello!

Glad to see you!
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A NEW STANDING

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith
into this grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of
God. Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that
suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character,
hope. And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured
out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. You see,
at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.
Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person
someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us
in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since we have now been
justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath
through him! For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him
through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall
we be saved through his life! Not only is this so, but we also boast in God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received
reconciliation.

Romans 5:1-11 (NIV)

Opening Idea:
I am brand new because | have been JUSTIFIED through FAITH in Jesus. (v.1)

Being brand new means | now:
e Have peace with God. (v.1)
e Standin grace. (v.2)
® Have a changed present and future. (v.2)
e Have a different perspective. (vv.3-5)

Final Thought:
| am Brand New ALL because of JESUS. (vv.6-11)

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. Where in your life do you still live as if you are not at peace with God? What
evidence—emotional, relational, or spiritual—reveals that tension?

2. When you think about your relationship with God, do you relate more
through performance or through grace? What would it look like to stand—not
strive—in grace this week?

3. How might your current suffering or challenge be reframed if you truly
believed God is forming perseverance, character, and hope in you?

4. Spend 5-10 minutes each day this week sitting quietly before God. Breathe
slowly and repeat: “I have peace with God through Jesus Christ.”

oWhat resistance rises in you as you try to simply receive this truth?

oWhere do you sense God inviting you to stop striving and begin trusting?

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES:

The Good and Beautiful God by James Bryan Smith
Sinners at the Hands of a Loving God by Brian Zahnd
Romans for Everyone by NT Wright

NOTES
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